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AGENDA
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• Overview of FCCF
• CWI Background & Context
• Key Findings

• Wellbeing & Equity
• Housing
• Economic Opportunity
• Education
• Health

• Reflection



OUR MISSION
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Partnering with our community to create a 
Fairfield County where every person has an 
equitable opportunity to thrive.



ABOUT US
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Founded in 

1992

Grants Distributed

$390
million+

Charitable Assets

$255
million

Fairfield County-wide Focus

 23 towns & cities

Population: ~1 million



2023 IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS
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OUR FOCUS AREAS
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ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY

EDUCATION AND 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT

HOUSING OPPORTUNITY HEALTH EQUITY



THE CHALLENGES
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COMMUNITY WELLBEING INDEX

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 8



WELLBEING & EQUITY 
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QUALITY OF LIFE RANKINGS 

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 10
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 6)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


COMMUNITY INDEX SCORES

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 11Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 8)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


LIFE SATISFACTION

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 12
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 11)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


WELLBEING & EQUITY

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 13
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 10)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


DEMOGRAPHICS
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FAIRFIELD COUNTY DEMOGRAPHICS

39%
BIPOC

<18 years
47%

22% 
foreign-born

65+ years 
21%

Fairfield County's Community Foundation

by age 
group

Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 13, 16)

4% 
pop. 
growth

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf
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FAIRFIELD COUNTY DEMOGRAPHICS

Fairfield County's Community Foundation
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 19)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf
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FAIRFIELD COUNTY DEMOGRAPHICS

Fairfield County's Community Foundation
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 15)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


HOUSING
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HOME OWNERSHIP

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 19
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 31)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


HOME OWNERSHIP & PRICES

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 20
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 31)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


HOUSING COST BURDEN & SUPPLY

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 21
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 33)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


HOUSING PRICES

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 22
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 33)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


HOUSING COST-BURDEN

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 23
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 33)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
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INCOME SEGREGATION

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 25
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 22)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


WAGE GAP

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 26
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 49)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


DEBT

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 27
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 27)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


POVERTY

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 28

5%

23%

Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 22)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


EDUCATION
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PUBLIC EDUCATION

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 30

Weston

Darien

New Canaan

Westport

Wilton

Ridgefield

Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 74)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 31
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 41)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 32
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 41)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 33Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 40)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS

34

• Majority of 11th and 12th grade 
students are enrolled in at least 1 
CCR course

• Advanced Placement
• International Baccalaureate
• Technical education
• Enrollment in local college
• Internship

• We observe lower CCR 
participation in under-resourced 
school districts

Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 42)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


COLLEGE ENROLLMENT & RETENTION

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 35
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 42)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


COLLEGE ENROLLMENT & RETENTION

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 36
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 42)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


HEALTH
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HOSPITAL ENCOUNTERS

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 38
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 61)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


MATERNAL AND INFANT HEALTH

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 39
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 60)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


COVID-19 MORTALITY

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 40
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 64)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


FOOD INSECURITY

Fairfield County's Community Foundation 41
Source: Fairfield County CWI 2023 (p. 64)

https://www.ctdatahaven.org/sites/ctdatahaven/files/DataHaven_FC2023-web.pdf


SUMMARY
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• In the post-pandemic era, there are even larger equity wellbeing, 
and quality of life gaps—especially when data are disaggregated 
by geography, socioeconomic status and race/ethnicity.

• The challenges we face as a community are interrelated, our 
response requires a multidimensional systemic approach that 
includes public policy responses and reconstructive measures.

• These challenges transcend traditional ways of thinking and 
acting. Soultions to these challenges require cross collaboration 
between communities, sectors and stakeholders.



NEXT STEPS AND RESOURCES
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WANT TO BE PART OF THE SOLUTION?
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Stay In Touch &
Continue Learning

Share with 
Others

Make an 
Introduction



WANT TO BE PART OF THE SOLUTION?
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Dr. Tanya A. Hills
Director, Learning & Evaluation

Direct Phone: 203-750-3202
THills@FCCFoundation.org

46

mailto:info@FCCFoundation.org
mailto:info@FCCFoundation.org


REFLECTION
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Fairfield County’s Community Foundation
40 Richards Ave
Norwalk, CT 06854
Direct Phone/Fax 203-750-3200
info@FCCFoundation.org

FCCFoundation.org
FCCFoundation.org/blog
@FCCFoundation
Fairfield County’s Community Foundation
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